A RESOLUTION 04- R -2112

Councilmember Anne Fauver

A Resolution to add to the City’s 2005 Legislative Package a Request
That the Georgia State Legislature amend the Georgia State Code so
As to delete the provision that allows Tax Commissioners in the State
To be paid extra compensation for the collection of taxes for
Municipalities; and for other purposes

WHEREAS, the Official Code of Georgia provides that notwithstanding any
other law, the Tax Commissioner is authorized to contract for and to accept, receive, and
retain compensation from the municipality for such additional duties and responsibilities
in addition to that compensation provided by law to be paid to the tax commissioner by
the county; and

WHEREAS, the Fulton County and Dekalb County Tax Commissioners collect
ad valorem taxes and sanitary services charges for the City of Atlanta; and

WHEREAS, the City of Atlanta has entered into contracts with both the Fulton
County and the Dekalb County Tax Commissioner that authorizes an additional $1.50 per
parcel, not to exceed one percent of the total revenues collected for the City of Atlanta for
the Dekalb Tax Commissioner; and $1.90 per account for the Fulton County Tax
Commissioner in 2003 and 2004, and $1.00 per account for 2005 and future years; and

WHEREAS, the Tax Commissioners are salaried personnel in their respective
counties; and

WHEREAS, additional compensation places an additional burden on
municipalities and its citizens (who are also citizens of the respective counties).

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATLANTA that
the Georgia State Legislature, during its 2005 Session, delete the provision in Georgia
Code Section 48.5.359.1 that provides that a municipality may contract with the County
Tax Commissioner for additional duties and responsibilities related to the assessment and
collection of municipal taxes.
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48-5-359.1.

(a) Any county and any municipality wholly or partially
located within such county may contract, subject to
approval by the tax commissioner of the county, for
the tax commissioner to prepare the tax digest for
such municipality; to assess and collect municipal
taxes in the same manner as county taxes; and, for the
purpose of collecting such municipal taxes, to invoke
any remedy permitted for collection of municipal taxes.
Any contract authorized by this subsection between
the county governing authority and a municipality shall
specify an amount to be paid by the municipality to the
county which amount will substantially approximate
the cost to the county of providing the service to the
municipality. Notwithstanding the provisions of any
other law, the tax commissioner is authorized to
contract for and to accept, receive, and retain
compensation from the municipality for such
additional duties and responsibilities in addition to that
compensation provided by law to be paid to the tax
commissioner by the county.

(b) With respect to any county for which the office of
tax commissioner has not been created, any reference
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